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so low that the engine-driver, stoker and other officials
on the line had to duck their heads when they reached
these obstacles, since to stand upright in one of the vehicles
was certain to court a violent end by collision with these
structures. These, however, have been altered so that one
need entertain no more apprehension concerning safety on
this line than when travelling upon a standard-gauge road.
Visitors, realising the fact that by its means they could be
conveyed comfortably to some of the wildest and most
beautiful corners of the Principality, sought its trans-
portation assistance, and in 1864 passengers were first
carried as an experiment, but free of charge. The Board
of Trade did not decline to sanction its operation in the
interests of the public, but possibly somewhat dubious of
the wisdom of their action, hedged in the privilege with
certain restrictions, the most important of which was
limitation of speed. When, however, it was proved that
there was no danger in travelling over this two-foot line
at 30 miles an hour this latter ban was removed.
The line possesses several features of technical interest,
and being a single track, is operated upon the staff system,
with every device to secure absolute safety in operation
in the form of signalling and telegraphing facilities.
Moreover, travelling is comfortable, for although the gauge
is less than two feet, the cars, designed by the engineer,
are built on the bogie principle and have seating accom-
modation for fifty passengers* A trip over the line
certainly constitutes an experience.
The complete success which attended the conversion of
this railway from equine- to steam-power in 1864 stimulated
the wider adoption of the narrow-gauge system, though
as a rule this term is somewhat elastic, Inasmuch as it
signifies that such a railway has a gauge less than the
standard width of 4 feet 8| inches, and is particularly
associated with the 39 inch or 42 inch gauge. Still several
"two-foot" lines were laid down, especially in France and
India, so that the Festiniog experiment has proved a very
profitable "toy1* to more countries than one. In fact,